
Bauder Adult Battle of the Books 2026 

This is a fundraiser for Friends & Foundation of HCLS. 

  

Who can participate?  

 

The competition is open to all adults (ages 21+)  

Since alcohol will be available at some venues, you will be asked to verify that your team 

members are all age 21+ to participate 

68 teams allowed for 2026 

Waitlisted teams will be notified if a spot opens 

 

Dates to Remember 

June 15 at 7: 00 PM team registration opens 

Cost is $100 per team for 2026 

Competition Venues: 

• Tuesday, Oct. 20 Battle Night at Reckless Shepherd Brewery, Columbia, MD 

• Monday, Oct. 26 Battle Night at East Columbia 50+ Center, Columbia, MD 

• Tuesday, Oct. 27 Battle Night at Oscar’s AleHouse, Woodstock, MD 

 

What constitutes a team?  

A team is comprised of three to five people. When registering, the online form requires the 

registration of one team lead person. Please coordinate with your team members as to who will 

register on behalf of your team to avoid duplicate registrations. Note that teams must have at 

least three members present to participate on the day of the Battle.  When you are ready with 

your full team members, you will be asked to fill out a form with that information by a specified 

date before the battle nights. 

 

If people want to find others who want to participate but don't have a team, please email:  

friends@hclibrary.org and we will work to coordinate that.  Please include which venue you 

prefer in that email.  We have reserved two ad-hoc team spots. Those interested in an ad hoc 

team should not register on the website, but should instead email on or after June 15 and they 

will be registered with an ad hoc team if they are among the first 10 people to do so.  

 

How Does It Work? 

 

Three Battle nights are planned at local venues across Howard County. 

Team leaders will register their team for the date/venue of their choice, and be sent 

confirmation of which event venue they will be competing.  

mailto:friends@hclibrary.org


 

Book selections will be announced when registration opens in June, and titles will be noted on 

the event website pages (friendshcls.org), and sent to any registered team leaders, as well as 

included in other library promotions deemed appropriate. 

 

Teams may purchase books, if they desire.  Partner bookstores will have the titles available for 

purchase, and titles are available to borrow either as digital versions or physical books from 

Howard County Library System. 

 

Battle Nights 

Doors open at 5:00 pm. 

Competitions start at 6:00 pm. 

Set menus or venue menus for dinner and drinks will be available for purchase. 

Teams will pay for their food and beverages the night of the battle or sometimes ahead, 

depending on the arrangements with the vendor. 

Team costumes are encouraged, but not required, and will be judged for one prize award at 

each venue. 

Team name contest will be done online before the battle nights and the winner will be 

announced on the evening of the battle and awarded a prize. 

 

Winning Teams (1, 2 and 3) will be called up for a photo op, and the First Place team will 

receive a trophy that will be displayed at a branch of their choice through December of the 

battle year. 

 

Due to space limitations at the venues, only some venues can accommodate spectators. Those 

will be noted on the registration page. 
 

Food and beverage options will vary based on venue. 

• At Reckless Shepherd, participants will order food and beverages from the regular menu 

via a QR code, and may pay for their tabs individually. 

• At the East Columbia 50+ Center, pizza and sodas will be offered at an additional cost, to 

be paid separately in advance of the event.   

• At Oscar's AleHouse, participants will order from a set menu at a cost of $28 per person, 

with an additional charge for alcoholic beverages. There will be one joint tab per team. 

 

Question Rounds 

A moderator will ask questions about the books in three rounds of 12 questions each (a total of 

36 questions) 



Questions will be True/False, Multiple Choice or Phrases to match to a book 

All parts of a book may be considered for questions 

Each team will have time (30 seconds) to discuss their thoughts and determine an answer 

Teams answer using a paper score sheet and volunteer tabulators will keep score for battles. 

Answers are strictly from memory. No notes or books may be used. 
Correct answers will be read aloud after team answers are collected for each round 

Prizes will be given for highest points scored, second place, and third place.   

* Each question will be read aloud and displayed on screen. 
* Each question is worth 1 point.  
* No half points will be awarded.  
* In case of a tie, we will ask a tie-breaker question of the tied teams. 
 

Sample Questions 

The Adult BoB is not formatted like the 5th Grade BOB. The answers are not all Authors and 

titles. It is formatted like a regular trivia. The questions will be in a multiple choice, 

word/phrase, or True/False format.  
 
For example:  
 

From the book The Mountains Sing by Nguyễn Phan Quế Mai  
The answers are in bold, black. 

  

 
SAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM LAST 

YEAR 
 

Phrase 

What fruit-based nickname does 

Hương's Grandmother give her to guard 

her from evil spirits?  A: Guava,  

True/False 

To prevent her Grandmother from 

selling her favorite pigs, Hương hides 

them under her bed. False.  

Multiple Choice 

What is the name of the three-part self-

defense practiced by Hương and her 

family? 

a.Hit-Slap-Kick 
b.Punch-Poke-Pop 
c.Kick-Poke-Chop 
d.Chop-Slap-Hit 
 
A: c. Kick-Poke-Chop.  

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Nguy%E1%BB%85n-Phan-Qu%E1%BA%BF-Mai/e/B0GZZ5WL36/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


No cellphones, notes, copies of the books or other aids will be allowed.  A team member must 

make any allegations of cheating to a staff member before the start of the next round. The 

matter will be taken to the Lead for the event staff for that night for a ruling. 


